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Open Research Europe (ORE) 

✔Public Procurement – 5.8 Million EUR contract signed in March 2020 with 
F1000Research for 4 years. 

✔Open access publishing venue for Horizon 2020, Horizon Europe and Euratom 
beneficiaries within 6 subject areas. 

  

Open Research Europe platform was launched in March 2021 

 278 publications on the platform (October 2022) 

open-research-europe.ec.europa.eu 

https://open-research-europe.ec.europa.eu/
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Ambitions of the European Commission 

To lead by example in operationalising open science principles within scientific 
publishing & exploring sustainable open access publishing business models 

✔Open peer-review, and early sharing of research 

✔ Immediate publication 

✔New generation article metrics 

✔Transparency & cost-effectiveness (APCs paid for by the Commission – 780 EUR) 

✔Aligned with the EC policy and principles 

✔   

 

 

open-research-europe.ec.europa.eu/article-processing-charges 
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ORE: How it works 
The publishing model 
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Open Research Europe Publishing Model 
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Pre-Publication Checks 
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Open Research Europe Publishing Model 
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Open Research Europe Publishing Model 
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Selecting reviewers – author selection 
Once an article has been conditionally accepted, authors are directed to the peer reviewing section of 
their ORE account to select reviewers. 
1.   
ORE requires authors to suggest 5 reviewers (which must be verified) – articles will not be published 
without them. 
1.   
The ORE editorial management system and the editorial team support authors in making the author 
suggestions.  

Selection is made two ways: 
 

1. Through knowledge of their field of research 

•   
2. Using the ORE peer review selector tool 
•   
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Reviewer verification 

  Once the names have been selected, they await verification by the ORE editorial team. 

 
• Qualified – reviewers are checked they have the correct expertise 

•   
• Expert - at least 3 articles as lead author in a relevant topic, with at least 1 article having 

been published in the last 5 years 

 

• Impartial - no co-authoring with lead authors in the 3 years preceding; don’t work at the 
same institution; are not a close collaborator with an author, no competing interests 

 

• Global: For any given article, we require authors to suggest geographically-diverse reviewers 

•   
• Diverse: reviewers should be diverse with regards to their gender, location and career stage 

 

• Additional expertise: e.g., statistics experts required if necessary 

•   
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Open Research Europe Publishing Model 
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Passing Peer Review 

• Revisions are made through new versions of the article that are linked 
together (versions are limitless) 

•   
• Authors need to achieve a certain ‘threshold’ of reviewer status to pass peer 

review and be indexed: 
 

 2 ‘Approved’ Status 

 2 ‘Approved with reservations’ + 1 ‘Approved’ Status 
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Open Research Europe Publishing Model 
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Publication 
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Responses and New Versions 
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Open data example 
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New generation metrics 
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Supporting research across all disciplines 
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ORE: the platform so far 
Stats | Major milestones | Content curation | 



Information Classification: General 

Progress of the platform so far 

278 published articles 

164 articles passed peer review 

216 articles completed peer review 

Systematic Reviews 

Essays 
Open Letter 

Case Studies 

Reviews 

Study Protocols 

Software Tool Articles 

Method Articles 

Data Notes Brief Reports 

Research Articles 

Currently indexed in: 
✔Google Scholar 
✔DOAJ Seal 
✔ INSPEC 

✔Scopus (accepted) 
✔ERIH Plus (accepted) 

https://open-research-europe.ec.europa.eu/faqs/


Information Classification: General 

Progress of the platform so far 

Subjects areas 

 

✔Agricultural and veterinary sciences 

✔Humanities and the arts 

✔Natural sciences 

✔Engineering and technology 

✔Medical and health sciences 

✔Social sciences 

Social Sciences 29% 

Natural Sciences 22% 

Engineering and technology 26% 

Agriculture and veterinary sciences 3% 

Medical and health sciences 14% 

Humanities and the arts 6% 
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Progress of the platform so far 

Community Gateways 

✔Dedicated hubs housing all content related to a specific subject area 

✔Led by Community Gateway Advisors 

https://open-research-europe.ec.europa.eu/community-gateways
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Collections 

✔Compilations of content for Horizon funded communities, projects or 
conferences. 

✔Overseen by Horizon- funded Guest Advisors 

 

Progress of the platform so far 

https://open-research-europe.ec.europa.eu/collections
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ORE: Open Research Publishing 
The benefits 
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What are the benefits? 
  

• Fast – articles are published rapidly  

 

• Inclusive – can publish all research 

outputs 

•   

• Open – fulfils Commission’s OA & data 
sharing requirements 

 

• Reproducible – data is published 

alongside article 

•   

• Transparent – open, author-driven, peer 

review 

•   

• Easy – costs are met directly by the 

Commission 
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Want to know more? Online resources 

https://think.f1000research.com/open-research-europe-submission/ 

o Links to Blog 

o   
o Videos 

o   
o FAQs 

o   
o Twitter 

account 
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open-research-

europe.ec.europa.eu/ Open Research Europe 

@OpenResearch_EU alicia.estaciogomez@open-research-europe.ec.europa.eu 

https://open-research-europe.ec.europa.eu/
https://open-research-europe.ec.europa.eu/
https://open-research-europe.ec.europa.eu/
https://open-research-europe.ec.europa.eu/
https://open-research-europe.ec.europa.eu/
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CoARA: Coalition for Advancing Research Assessment 

   

European University Association, European Commission,  Science Europe + 20 research 

organizations drafted an agreement. 

  

It is based on 10 commitments, “establishes a common direction for research assessment 

reform, while respecting organizations' autonomy”. 

  
  Opened for signatories in September 2022- 119 organisations have already signed. 
  
   
 Timeframe:  Signatories to share their action plan by the end of 2023 or within one year of 

signing. 

https://coara.eu/about/
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 Commitments ● What we do in ORE 

● Recognise the diversity of 
contributions to, and careers in, 
research in accordance with the needs 
and nature of the research 

✔Wide range of article types.  
✔We publish confirmatory, negative 

and null results. 

Base research assessment primarily on 
qualitative evaluation for which peer 
review is central, supported by 
responsible use of quantitative 
indicators. 
●   

✔Open & transparent peer review  
 

Abandon inappropriate uses in research 
assessment of journal- and publication-
based metrics, i.e. Journal Impact Factor 
(JIF) and h-index. 

✔No impact factor, article-level 
metrices are the focus 

●   

● Review & develop research 
assessment criteria, tools  

●

✔Advisor recruitment 

● ✔
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Price Transparency 

Transparent about the costs & the breakdown for the price that the Commission 
pays per article. 

https://open-research-europe.ec.europa.eu/for-authors/article-processing-charges:~:text=The%20European%20Commission%20will%20pay,for%202023%20and%202024%20prices.
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Data Deposition 

Open Research Europe requires that, where possible, the source data 
underlying the results are made available at publication 

✔ However, the sharing of research data must:  
✔   
✔ Protect the confidentiality, security and privacy of individuals 

✔   
✔ Respect the terms of consent by individuals who are involved in research  
✔   
✔ Be consistent with Horizon Europe legal, ethical & regulatory frameworks  
 

open-research-europe.ec.europa.eu/data-guidelines 
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